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is indicated by the title, A plain story. By an easy, flowing narrative, 
by tbe clear presentation of the story of events without a complexity of 
details, and by avoiding too condensed a style the author has succeeded 
in making a book much more attractive than the ordinary. 

The pictures are not particularly numerous, but they are for the most 
part really illustrative. Their value is frequently increased by attendant 
description. A few are not very satisfactory, however. For instance, 
the picture of the first McCormick reaper (p. 423) presents several curi- 
ous situations. 

The maps might be improved. There are too many inaccuracies in 
some of them. There are too many battle plans for such a book. Such 
a map as that between pages 476 and 477 is very common in histories, 
but it is worse than useless. The insets tell almost nothing and are con- 
fusing. Two separate double page maps are the best that can show the 
territorial development of the United States at all adequately. 

The merits of the book, however, tend to counterbalance its shortcom- 
ings and imperfections and we regard it as well worth while. 

Edward Carlton Page 

Household manufactures in the United States, 1640-1860. A study in 
industrial history. By Bolla Milton Tryon, assistant professor of 
the teaching of history, university of Chicago. (Chicago: Univer- 
sity of Chicago press, 1917. 413 p. $2.00 net) 
This book aims "to portray the system of household manufacturing as 
it existed up to 1860 in its relation to the industrial life and prosperity 
of the nation as a whole." It is suggested that it may be used as an 
adjunct to history courses from elementary schools to colleges and to 
give an historical background to domestic science and household arts 
teachers. The term "household manufactures" is defined as comprising 
"all those articles now made almost wholly in shop or factory which 
were formerly made in the home and on the plantation by members of 
the family or plantation household from raw material produced largely 
on the farm where the manufacturing was done" and excluding pro- 
ducts of handicraftsmen, work at home supplementary to factory work, 
work on outside materials, articles made on plantations primarily for 
■sale, and things still largely made in homes, such as bread and jellies. 
The importance of household manufactures in helping to win the revo- 
lutionary war is emphasized and the social and moral results of the work 
in the homes are traced. Next the author discusses briefly the effects on 
household manufactures in colonial times of the English colonial policy, 
local legislative encouragement, and economic and political conditions 
such as crops, transportation, and the stamp act. Then the increase or 
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decrease of home manufactures in the various parts of the country and 
the various periods from 1640 to 1860 is explained in considerable detail, 
with statistical material where available. Many interesting accounts are 
given of processes and many descriptions of machines. Finally the 
transition to shop and factory made goods is explained. The material 
bearing on the subject has been thoroughly covered. For information 
about quantities produced, the author has drawn an old inventories, re- 
ports of the colonial governors, lists of premiums, Hamilton's report on 
manufactures and the materials on which it was based, Gallatin's report 
of 1810, and finally census figures of New York state and the United 
States. The bibliography is admirable. It is classified and very full. 
The book has an excellent topical index but no index of authorities 
quoted. 

The book brings together in compact form many valuable facts and 
interprets them soundly following well beaten paths. The author has 
shown more skill in finding material than brilliancy in interpreting the 
material found. 

J. D. Magbb 



